1948, 
15, 1948, 
15, 1948, 


on 


The action falls into two parts: 


BEST SELLERS 


SEMI-MONTHLY REVIEW 


Published the Library, University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription Price, $2.50; 


Single Copies Fifteen Cents 


Canadian and Foreign Rates, $3.00 


Associate Editor 

Washington 17, 


Business Manager 
Assistant Librarian 


Editor 
University Scranton 


Associate Editor 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index 
Entered second-class matter, April the post office Scranton, Pennsylvania, the Act March 1879 


Vol. No. 


Copyright, 1948 


September 15, 1948 


University Scranton 


Parrish, Anne. Clouded Star. Sept. 15, 


1948. 242p. $2.75. 


dificult say whether this should classified 
strictly novel rather rhapsody liberty and 
freedom. story flight from slavery freedom, 
through perils and hardships that try body and soul, told 
vigorous, compassionate style that is, the latter 
pages least, frequently poetic. account one 
“underground railroad” journey, the years just prior 
the War-Between-the-States, from plan- 
tation the Eastern Shore Maryland, (the wide tongue 
land which shuts off the Chesapeake Bay from the 
Ocean and Delaware Bay), sanctuary Canada, 
Niagara Falls. But is, primarily, the story, cameo 
ethaps, the runaway slave who had dedicated her life 
the perilous task liberating many her people 
she could, acting “conductor” and “engineer” 
the “freedom trains” she organized and led. Her name 
was Harriet Tubman; and Miss Parrish indicates, 
brief prologue, that Harriet Tubman, known her nom- 
de-guerre historical figure, though many 
her exploits may have taken something the 
legendary; and identifies her with John Brown and with 
the armies the Northern States, quoting news-clip 
dated March 11, 1913, purporting announce her death, 
Auburn, New York, the age ninety-two. That 
would make “Moses” somewhere around forty years 
age the time this story. 


Harper. 


slavery, and the escape. 
Almost hundred pages relate year the life “Tobe 
Mingo’s Samuel, from Ellen’s Portion”, his ninth year, 
which, pay ‘gambling debt, was separated from his 
mother and father and sent the Tracey 


“Tranquillity”, where his sole friend and playmate the 
little red-haired Northern cousin, Miss Amanda, who 
helps him finally run away from threatened beating. 
Life “Tranquillity” is, course ironically, not entirely 
tranquil, either for white black. representative 
picture plantation economy, “Tranquillity” may 
somewhat overdrawn; but is, the main, fair and just. 
More cruel than the physical pains and indignities in- 
flicted the slaves the selfish indifference which per- 
mitted and prompted them. Miss Amanda the little 
candle, “shining like good deed naughty 


With only “whippoorwill’s call” guide him, the ter- 
rified nine-year-old runaway, torn thorns and brambles 
and agony hopeless loneliness, reaches the little band 
escaping slaves under leadership. The second 
half Clouded Star relates the stages this desperate 
journey freedom, illuminated the compelling forti- 
tude and complete faith the black woman, dressed 
cast-off men’s clothes, carrying rifle not only defend 
her charges from the roving bands “paterollers” and 
occasional venomous snake, but also help persuade 
one another the more timid, less hardy runaways 
persevere. The “underground train” assisted, from 
station station, courageous and sympathetic men 
and women, many them Quakers. Miss Parrish keeps 
the suspense mounting the last moment when the 
worn-out and frightened band see the icy grandeurs 
winterbound Niagara from train window they “cross 
the line” and the tall, scarred Joe raises his hands 
ecstasy relief from fear. 


Readers who enjoy good story will find this their 
liking, and will find inspiration it, too. recom- 
mend Clouded Star for high school and college libraries, 
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and particularly those who may need stimulating touched moral judgment. Despondency ing het 
antidote unworthy racial prejudices. his loss Anne and discovery that others have 
Grady, their way with willing Wyn coincides with 
University Scranton epileptic Dr. Yenser brings Bob’s departure from 
weedy world”, and Lee leaves the university before 

end his first year despite his mother’s resolute 
Pennell, Joseph Stanley. The History Nora Beck- “make something” him continuing the 


ham. Museum Home Life. Scribner’s. Sept. 


13, 1948. 330p. $3.00. 


Success with The History Rome Hanks few years ago 
evidently assured its author that his method valid and 
his material significant, for its sequel continues both with- 
out essential modification. The method moderate 
stream-of-consciousness technique: rhetorically formless, 
intentionally anachronistic; indiscriminate its equal 
presentation irrelevant trivia, casual coarseness, general 
mental rubbish, and the basic narrative; but for the most 
part coherent and effective sprawling, repetitive sort 
way. The material report life Fork City, 
Kansas, around the turn the century exemplified 
particularly the life Nora Beckham, granddaughter 
Rome Hanks and mother Lee Harrington. 


The story submerged disjointed fragments only 
rough chronological sequence and can scarcely said 
have plot. there climax the inebriate dis- 
illusionment Lee, the bitter aftermath Nora’s stub- 
born ambitions marriage that brings death defeat 
the parents and hypochondriac pessimism their sole 
child. This spiritual nihilism forecast three prefatory 
sonnets that view life futile process corruption, and 
about midway crystallized this reflection the 
narrator: wakes tomorrow with 
joy? Not Tomorrow means another collection the 
magpie’s freight, No. Not even that. For 
the magpie’s freight bright. And experience lies like 
pile dried manure the stones dungeon, dropped 
through fright and dried through boredom the bloody 
clock ticked its bones and mine away dust” (p. 140). 


Lee Harrington supposedly the author the entire 
manuscript, produced drinks ale and whiskey. 
With strange omniscience enters the mind Nora 
Beckham hot summer 1908 for his opening. She 
clerking Hinck’s Bee Hive when her stronger will 
wins Bob Harrington from the deeper love Laura 
Webster, who thereupon turns cheap theatrical 
career. then follow the family through the whole 
its development under the dominant will and impulsive 
independence Nora. After abortive plan for self- 
sufficiency through want-ad salesmanship, however, she 
does resign herself maternal tasks and the modest in- 
come Bob’s photographic studio. Under her careful 
eye Lee lives through the fun, trouble, laughter, and tears 
typical boyhood: the thrill new bicycle, diph- 
theria, William Hart the movies, spankings for fist- 
fights, and adolescent sexual curiosity. 


Lee progresses through the alien friendliness 
Catholic school and financial sacrifice enters Kansas 
University, his character shows the frustrated 
consequences his mother’s repressive dominance. 
samples, enjoys, and shuns the enticements Wyn 
Horner and Helen Lundbeck favor hesitant wor- 
ship Professor Whitehall’s daughter Anne, 
actions are governed complex un- 


The whiskey shared with Will Schmitz they busines 
his father’s grave symbolizes his future course. 
mother, too, dies; even his drunken old friend Nina 
dies, and Lee lives the old home with twisted They 


ories tortured life that has brought him nothing the pri 
but six bottles Ballantine’s Scotch. 

Many other characters enter the lives the 
for brief roles scattered through the psychological melang the 
There are Dr. Smalley and drug-addicted Dr. 
who save Lee’s life with the new anti-toxin Nora 

There are Fr. Ryan and Sr. Therese, who teach Lee The 
history, and Melba Keylinger, who teaches him his underp 
lesson sexual physiology. The defrocked Rev. she 
D.D., reenters from the former book, still drinking tel 
from communion goblet, relate the sordid story 
nymphomaniac Pony Junkin her drunken the 
with Windy Decker and other available ends 
considerable portion the book devoted Nev 


spersion throughout the narrative, extending Lucy 
with family life forty years ago. From Happy Canad 
comics pictorial china, from spiritlamps soap Lucy 
miums the record complete with overwhelming divorce 
tail. the content participates the 
less coarseness that has unfortunately become 


this psy chological technique, the extended Lucy 


the toilet “the greatest ally education and 
our so-called civilized world”. less 
limits the museum would more effective, but 
its plethoric profusion will have nostalgic appeal 
many readers and provide sort homely cultural recor! 
for others. The 
despite annoying typographical eccentricities, namic: 
cal nightmare, and structure, achieving dee} Jane, 
humanity characterization, the book has more valley 
average merit. deserves professional attention 
score; but the several repulsive passages, the These 
profanity, and the brooding fatalism outlook should 
restricted mature readers, and even many them talents 


care brave the confused sequence events Unfor 
meandering effusion style that are featured 


interw 
Pennell’s experimentation. 
John Carroll University, 

Cleveland 18, Ohio 
with 
MacLennan, Hugh. The Precipice. Duell, one 
and Pearce. Sept. 1948. 372p. $3.00. and 
Lucy Cameron’s life teetered the precipice the 
hood. Hemmed her elder sister, Jane, who ran app 
parentless Cameron household with will like 
trap, and harried her younger sister, Nina, Part 
little flirt with big ideas, Lucy spends aimless days three, 
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ing her flower garden. Lucy loves her flowers, could 
commercialize her genius for making them grow save that 
ane withholds the necessary capital. Jane reasons shrewd- 
enough that success accruing Lucy means Lucy’s 
independence, the unbinding one the golden family 
cords that keep her completely bound the house. 


Stephen Lassiter comes the little Ontario town 
business. The New Yorkers arrives, bearing with him the 
flash the big city and the easy ways the sophisticate. 
Nina flings herself him but Lucy who attracts him. 
They fall love, genuinely and honestly, presumably 
the principle the attraction opposites. Jane inter- 
yenes but fighting losing battle against Stephen until 
gossip swings the tide her favor. This gossip the 
tradition the small town, juicy scandal dripping lightly 
off the neighbor’s tongues. Stephen turns out 
man already married. 


The impact this totally unexpected news knocks the 
underpinnings out from under Lucy’s confidence. When 
she confronts Stephen with the question, admits all 
but tells her that withheld this little item informa- 
tion for the simple reason that his wife was even now 
the process negotiating uncontested divorce. That 
ends it. Lucy will have more him. Stephen returns 


New York. 


the months that follow, Nina goes off college while 
Lucy and Jane through the formalities what they 
call living. late October, just about the time the 
Canadian Thanksgiving, Stephen finally gets touch with 
Lucy long distance phone. tells her that the 
divorce accomplished fact, that loves her, that 
wants her marry him. Lucy agrees. Aided and abetted 
Nina, who turned Lucy’s favor when she saw what 
Lucy was suffering the hands Jane, Stephen arranges 
meet Lucy Montreal. Elopement, marriage and 
honeymoon follow the regular order. 


Prescinding from the complacency with which the author 
accepts the divorce business, this part The Precipice, 
covering the first half the book, superbly well written. 
The dialogue contains meaty strength difficult man- 
age without falling into wordiness. The concealed dy- 
namics the Cameron household, the domination 
Jane, the temporary selfishness Nina, Lucy lost 
valley indecision, the submerged action comes forth 
from pen that master psychological stress and strain. 
These one hundred and eighty-three pages suffice set 
down Hugh MacLennan adequately writer superior 
talents. 


Unfortunately, the author does not stop there. Now 
with Lucy’s New York life, the lives Bruce 
Fraser, RCAF, old admirer Lucy’s from the home 
town, and Marcia, loose-living divorcee sister Stephen. 
this short section, Marcia seduces the innocent Bruce. 


part three, Nina joins the Wrens, Bruce gets shot 
with his Wellington Bomber but manages escape with 
one eye gone and shoulder shattered. Here too, Stephen 
and Lucy begin drift slightly apart after moving from 
the city apartment home Princeton, New Jersey. 
appears that Stephen’s public relations work for Harper 
Aircraft keeps him town even weekends. 


Part four makes explicit what everyone suspected part 
three, namely that Stephen has taken with certain 
Gail Beaumont, intellectual going places 
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Stephen sometimes stops wonder how can 
stupid but goes right with the stultification process. 
Lucy finally takes her courage her hands, packs with 
the children, John and Sally, and drives off Grenville, 
face Jane for the first time seven years. Incidentally, 
here that Marcia, who became very thoughtful after 
seducing man who did not love her, turns 
serious, hard-working hospital aid, and, all things, 
convert Catholicism. 
The fifth and final part shows Jane happy have the 
children around the house while Bruce and Lucy fence 
with their emotions. letter from Marcia informs Lucy 
that Stephen has lost his job and gone Chicago. Marcia 
implies that Stephen the verge going off the deep 
end precipice his own making. The atom bomb 
has splattered Hiroshima and Nagasaki right off the map. 
The peace makes Stephen supernumerary with Harper 
Aircraft and hence with the Agency for whom con- 
tacted the airplane people. Lucy thereupon sets things 
straight with Bruce, suggests that take with Nina, 
who never did get herself husband the Wrens, ther 
goes off Chicago pick Stephen. She has little 
trouble breaking down his guilt complex but finally 
gives and the book closes, things are looking brighter 
for the Lassiters reunited. Lucy has rescued Stephen 
from precipice just had previously rescued her 
from one. Things are even all around. Finis. 
The last four parts seem have been too much for the 
author. While the level his writing remains high, 
has stretched himself incident and character, that 
the entire concluding portions take the aspect 
desperate race finish everybody off with least the 
hope peace and get things over with. The whole phi- 
losophy life the book comes down this: that man 
must live true himself, which not objectionable 
philosophy such. However, there more living 
than just living with oneself and the interior-peace-at-any- 
price school thought can lead some weird contradic- 
tions the norm morality varies according each 
one’s personal needs and requirements attain that peace. 
this rule, Jane would justified, which according 
the author, she isn’t, not until she mellows the presence 
her new niece and nephew. 
Hugh MacLennan artist not yet fully ripened. The 
Precipice will interest adult readers but especially 
those professionally interested literature. 

Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 


West Baden, Indiana 


Roark, Garland. Fair Wind Java. 
Aug. 26, 1948. 370p. $3.00. 


There ancient and well worn aphorism the effect 
that you can’t judge book its cover. The dust jacket 
Garland Roark’s second novel the sea (his first was 
Wake the Red Witch) submits itself exception 
the rule. Picture the one side lean dark Yankee 
sea-captain the Eighties gazing rapturously sinuous 
young Balinese maiden more less dishabille. For 
background lush exotic vegetation and the alabaster beauty 
some Eastern potentate’s domicile. Limned the dis- 
tant twilight species the clipper ships that probably 
broke the running record from Boston Java Head and 
which captained our aforementioned mariner. Add 
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mountains and more young ladies scantily clad, and you 
have pretty good idea what’s ahead. True, this Van 
Gogh the dust jacket trade hasn’t depicted the jam- 
packed adventures love and hate contained between 
the covers. After all that’s Mr. Roark’s job, and does 
well, particularly the “jam packing”. 


This particular “swash-buckling and picaresque novel 
the sea” concerns itself with the ruthless Captain Boll, 
surnamed the Striker, and his grandiose scheme collar 
much coin the realm possible. And might 
said for the Captain that ordinary scheme. 
prevails upon Robert Culver, hard-bitten manager the 
Boston shipping firm Culver and Adams put him 
charge magnificent newly-built clipper ship, the 
Gerrymander, for which Culver himself, owing un- 
fortunate incident the christening ceremonies, con- 
ceived intense dislike. Boll’s plan was flood the 
Dutch East Indies, that time hard for trading cur- 
rency, with his own so-called Gerrymander cash pieces. 
embarrassing his staid Boston employer with record 
runs deposed ship, and his nefarious deals the 
Indies, Boll hoped also wrest the ownership the 
clipper from Culver. Naturally such saga the sea 
les affaires coeur are not lacking. Two dominate, one 
touch and affair between Tom Flint, first mate 
the Gerrymander, and spy for Culver’s revengeful ship- 
ping rival, and Miss Harriet Adams, the second half 
Culver and Adams; the second, between Captain Boll 
and Kim-Kim, native dancing girl whom Boll was 
tricked into buying East Indies pirate group order 
have him arrested the Dutch. Both culminate 
success. 

There doubt that the author knows 
about the sea and particularly the era the clippers. 
his best when recounting the record run the Gerry- 
mander from Boston Java Head, thrilling escape from 
pirate strong-hold and race for buried treasure. But 
his plot overloaded, and the characters are not vivid, 
colorful and unforgettable the publishers would have 
believe. 
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Cook, David Best Detective Stories the Year— 
1948. Dutton. Sept. 1948. $2.50. 


Twelve short stories, four from Colliers, three from Ellery 
Queen’s Mystery Magazine, two from the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, and one each from Shadow Mystery, Argosy 
and This Week. Not all are detective stories the sense 
that the reader challenged identify the perpetrator 
murder opening scene, but all include murder 
somewhere the plot. 


The best for character development and mood (“Love 
Comes Miss Lucy, Patrick) has detective 
it, and far the Law concerned bids fair remain 
unsolved permanently. the reader who watches covet- 
ousness deepen into murder, the only mystery lies the 
reason for the crime and the form will sur- 
prise ending typical all the stories the collection; 
all depend carefully mounting suspense surprise 
finish. the case two these, “Key the Door” 
Harold Goldman and “Revenge” Samuel Blas, the un- 
expected conclusion presses home logically 


Cook Partridge 


ently, and lingers the reader’s mind rather longer 
most stories this type. ably 


good find again the Saturday Evening Post 
deduction, “Motive for Murder” John and 
Hawkins, and note that re-reading does not blunt milder 
cellent reasoning and careful technique. The Ellery stc 
number simply more Ellery Queen; and the Hugh 
cost item, taken from the magazine, good The 


but Henry did first and did she 
Kirch’s “The Stranger Horseback”, the reader 
expected take part the manhunt, nor the 
shown him. The mystery lies the accused man’s modes 
son for withholding evidence, not about his wife’s streets, 
but about her life. incider 
Probably reader will agree wholeheartedly with make 
editor’s selection the year’s best detection, but cz} the 
tainly devotee will fail enjoy most the 
And all must sigh with relief find 251 pages 
fiction without single hard-boiled han 
tive, heavy-drinking cocktail party, loose 
female relationship. manne 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Partridge, Bellamy. Big Freeze. Crowell. Father 
1948. 236p. $2.75. wake 
New York City the 1830’s was only provincial 


town, fairly quiet, with bit commerce with 


fire companies, with burgeoning museum, with 
rent cholera epidemics which enforced emigration 
who were able Much the cholera was 
the polluted wells which furnished the city’s wate| 
and there was powerful group urging the building 
The story the completion the acqueduct the And 
Big Freeze. 


1840 young David Wakeman, engineer who 
worked the Philadelphia acqueduct, was brought Aquin 
New York and given charge the partially 
acqueduct from Croton. His first attempt 
water through completed stretch resulted 
due the faulty and skimped work Theron 
David investigated the washout journeying throug 
the acqueduct was kissed Theron’s niece, the and 
Jepsie Gibson, before crowd that had gathered And 


the termination his inspection. David proceeded Thom 
fall partway love with her although was also 
tracted the more wholesome Araminta who came 
aid from time time throughout the story. Poor 
tracting, labor troubles, tremendous spring flood the Father 
washed out the earthen wall the reservoir and 
takes 


the big fire that swept New York all combined 


progress halting. Finally the acqueduct was brought 
Murray Hill and temporary lines were laid across 
river meet the water mains the city. Thus 


came New York and the event was properly appreciate! 
and properly celebrated. But cold snap the 
winter exposed the political plumbing the 


system when all the faultily laid mains froze and There 
The upshot all was that David exposed 
Gibson, fell out love with Jepsie and met his true 
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Araminta, following with her the well-known but prob- 
apocryphal advice Horace Greeley. 

this period piece with tenuous thread 
mild adventure and even more tenuous thread 
milder romance holding together. The story not even 
the story the acqueduct the political finagling 
that accompanied public works those days these. 
The acqueduct merely convenient peg onto which 
the author can hang his observations, his study, research 
and interpretations the life the times. The author 
his best describing the contemporary scene, the 
modes and manners, costumes buildings, 
habits, parties, social life, public celebrations, talk, 
incident, all the things which together 
make culture least milieu. The public men 
the day, Bryant, Cooper, Meigs, Nathaniel Willis and 
whom introduces well his own characters 
rather pallid things, merely foreground against which 
hang his background. Again, mild and amusing 
quaintly written and not the usual Partridge 
manner, seemingly suitable for anyone. 


Vann, Gerald, O.P. Awake Heaven. Longmans. 


Sept. 


Vann well-known speaker and writer. 
Awake Heaven compilation some his more 
important radio broadcasts, lectures learned societies, 
and essays for American and English magazines. spite 
the fact that spoke wrote different subjects 
and for different audiences has amplified and ar- 
ranged his material that there unity the book instead 
series disconnected chapters. Its central theme 
may expressed the form question: “What 
man?” course manifestly impossible discuss 
such subject exhaustively within the space 150 pages. 
And therefore all attempts point few im- 
portant threads the pattern life” (p. 15-16). 


begins his study with synopsis St. Thomas 
Aquinas’ doctrine man succinctly and clearly 
expressed the Summa Theologica. then proceeds 
point out the errors modern-day thought, which pre- 
tends glorify man excluding God from his private 


and public life, and succeeds only “destroying man just 
surely you blew the earth bits with atom bombs” 
(p. until the world acknowledges its mistakes 
and returns God will man find peace and happiness. 
And quotes the words 17th century Englishman, 
Thomas Traherne, who suggested the title his book 
“Your enjoyment the world never right till every 
morning you awake (p. 28). 


Father Vann inserts this point four his radio broad- 
casts which calls “The Presuppositions”. them 
takes the challenge those who deny the existence 
personal God well the divinity Christ, who 
regard truth and morality purely subjective and change- 
able, and who look down upon dogma nothing more 
than fettering the human mind. Having answered these 
satisfactorily applies the Christian principles 
about man marriage, education, prayer, and politics. 

There are two appendices. The first concerned with 
Aldous Huxley’s controversial book, Grey Eminence, 


study Friar Joseph, the famous spiritual 


Vann Woodbury 
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leader the time Richelieu. appropriate for 
Huxley has misunderstood what the author funda- 
mental return well-organized society: the inter- 
harmony between contemplation and action. “The Chris- 
tian ideal neither action without prayer nor prayer 
without action, but prayer overflowing into action” (p. 
111-112). began with Aquinas ends with 
him. His sole purpose this second appendix show 
that Thomist ethics, though centuries-old, are not out- 
moded. This saint did not live ivory tower but was 
realist, who knew the unchangeable nature man, and 
therefore his “moral theory has indeed something helpful 
suggest modern (p. 159). 


the present moment our western civilization faced 
with the gravest challenge its history. well then 
get back fundamental principles, see man 
truly the sight God. Father Vann’s book, there- 
fore, fills distinct need. His words will almost 
revelation many non-Catholics, who have been deceived 
the specious arguments about the nature man, his 
rights and duties, that have been advanced the Com- 
munists and the self-styled progressives and liberals. For 
Catholics too will refresher course philosophy, 
ethics and theology. They will especially 
skill summarizing difficult subject few happy 
phrases. His chapter marriage, “Come live with Me”, 
perhaps the best all and deserves wide publicity. 
Were its suggestions put into practice there would few 
unhappy homes and still fewer marriages ending the 
divorce-courts. 

Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.S.S.R., 


Ephrata, Pennsylvania 


Woodbury, George. John Goffe’s Mill. Norton. 
Aug. 23, 1948. 245p. $3.00. 


Take very specialized specialist. What’s worse, take 
him from rarified hierarchy the academy. You have 
therefore, nothing very useful the bread-and-butter 
sense the word, but being dedicated, they say, 
learning more and more about less and this 
nan’s career, break his health and crush his prospects 
for the future, then thrust him with his wife into 
broken down, drafty house the ruins old mill. 
Strange say, the outcome anything but tragic; the 
outcome is, instead John Goffe’s Mill, splendid book 
about one human’s experience you will ever find. 


George Woodbury and his wife, Connie, expert statis- 
tician, made the switch from the completely urban the 
completely rustic against the odds hard manual work, 
cold, discomfort and endless inconvenience. The enor- 
mity the struggle against those odds something the 
reader will have deduce for himself, for only im- 
plied the book. Rather will find healthy vitality 
that almost leaps from the page with cumulative effect. 
Where there should lamentation, will discern the 
quiet stir laughter; where grumbling would the order 
the day, there appears generosity. 


Greenwich Village will probably pass the book because 
its lack Mystique where the human element con- 
cerned. However, you want spend some pleasant 
hours with mind that completely sane, look things 
with eye that has objective and honest view 
reality, above all, you want experience breadth 


= 
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vision, exquisite taste and sense humor that 
once delicate and refreshing, read this book. Read about 
the rebuilding the old mill that had been family 
property since pre-Revolutionary days. See the anthro- 
pologist side side with seventy-year-old woodchopper, 
Louis Lavigne, whose swearing was habitual that his 
profane expletives had been reduced the feeble force 
“very”. Meet Desidere Tulippe, prodigious stone- 
mason whose outline resembled that large egg. 
Sample just one scene from the epic the re-building 
the dam. 


The Tulip and his men fell upon the stout boulders 
the ruined dam. hour the tranquil scene was 
transformed from “Ruins Pastoral Setting” 
Fragonard something like Breughel’s “Wedding 
Dance”, The gaunt derrick booms were un- 
shipped and articulated with infinite confusion and 
the sound effects storming barricade. Everybody 
yelled warning instruction everyone else; one 
paid any attention anybody. Louis, who had 
powerful voice became inflamed with sympathetic zeal 
and, although knew less about what was going 
than anybody, bellowed the loudest, even above the 
uproar the Tulip, who was master voice like 
the bull Bashan. have worked with many kinds 
people archeological excavations: Arabs, Turks, 
French and German peasants, British navvies, poor 
whites and field Negroes, Navajo and Apache Indians. 
All have their own techniques, but never saw such 
concentrated excitement these Canadian masons 
crowded into theirs. 


Hank Gookin, lean and gangling old man, unkempt, 
alcoholic, and profane”, whose “straggling moustache was 
perpetually fringed with tobacco juice icicles and screened 
breath which, ever breathed o’er Eden, would have 
revised the Pentateuch”, frames the great timbers for the 
new millhouse. Kitty, the lugubrious looking “dressmaker 
boiler iron”, never says more than ‘Yup’, affirmative; 
‘Uh’, indifferent; ‘Nope’, 

From wreck sawmill, gristmill, the old mill evolves 
meet the emergencies circumstance and just about 
when the small family funds are consumed, Connie and 
George strike moderate means living making furni- 
ture—a project that started when the boy Gordon im- 
portuned incessantly for hobby horse. Somewhat like 
the widow the Scripture who stirred the judge action, 
Gordon finally got his hobby horse but was enthusiastic 
his first leap upon the beast that nearly fractured 
his skull. Gordon never approached the hobby horse 
again. Connie though, sent fair. The fair people 
sent exhibition and orders started come in. 


Ten years have passed and the Woodburys have furni- 
ture business going scale adequate for their needs. 
They also have home and four children. one phase 
the process adjustment, they sold whole grains 
people who for that sort thing, and Connie even 
took baking bread—the first loaf was used for door 
stop (literally) for long time. They could not cut 
even scratch the thing! 

Throughout the story, George speaks Connie somewhat 
the way Homer speaks Helen, litotes. The old 
men the gates Ilium who cease their chattering when 
she passes by, tells far more striking tale Helen’s 
beauty than direct description could achieve. So, too, 


Cain 


the restraint John Goffe’s Mill pays far greater 
the wife and mother than any forthright 
encomium could possibly effect. 


There moral goodness this book that 
all readers any faith, any age level 
the city the country. And lest the phrase “moral 
ness” make some readers shy away, let add that 
makes happy reading and healthy times that are 
much either—a guarantee hours quiet 
punctuated occasional hearty laughs. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D, 
West Baden, Indiana 


Cain, James The Moth. Knopf. July 12, 


377p. $3.00. 


Until Hollywood began buy and consciously copy 
stuff James Cain showed dexterity the plotting 
novels, which—whatever their lapses taste and 
—commanded eager, not say rabid, reading 
People have been known read six the early 
novels two otherwise inactive days. The juncture 
plot surprise and suspense, knowing grasp 
like the national idiom, and the outrageously 
penetration into the psychological processes 
shabby types engaged ordinary but little noted 
fessions, which microscopic and reverent 
were given their due importance American life, seemed 
irresistible most Cain addicts. Moral scruples 
every Cain reader was likely become adict! 
earlier books had been centered people, usually 
Hollywood, whose sexual and professional technique 
somehow—and somewhat forcibly—joined: the 
surance agent untrustingly involved with woman 
has diabolical desire become wealthy widow; 
bank employee whose peccadillos lead 
the businessman emancipated unsuspectedly 
atic voice from subservience musically 
wife, who shows her frequent displeasure walkin: 
around naked; another singer whose vocal range affected 
his tendency flop between heterosexual and homo 
sexual desires; the Glandale housewife whose 
for overindulged and slightly oversexed daughter cause 
her discard ineffective husband and embark on: 
career restaurant-chain queen through series 
warding real estate, and unrewarding sexual, deals which 
ultimately lead the murder lover and betrayal 
her daughter. 


novels the period following Cain’s wartime 
wood jackpot, Past All Dishonor and The Butterfly, ther 
was evidence that Cain had lost his ability wield thes 
elements into plausible plot. Like Stephen Crane 
Graham Greene, Cain’s narrative technique 
the relentless pressure the Hitchcock camera, 
shock, and suspense. The Moth would seem offer 
clusive evidence that the master past master. the 
old marks Cain here signify nothing but boredom. 
book has all the artificial and overdecorated realism 
the literary works David Selznick. Indeed, pro 
duction, with two page list acknowledgments 
ous craftsmen. Cain’s newest book stifled 
detail from not one profession but too many: boy 
juvenile vaudeville and radio quizzes, professional 
college football, auto mechanics and sales, fruit picking 
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hotel clerking, oil production and distribution (with sev- 

chapters fire prevention and cure, and the 
trade filling stations), musical recording, 
Anglican liturgical program-making Baltimore, the 
allied occupations hobo and hold- -up man, the writing 
trade, and the planned advertising campaign. The payoff 
Cain’s simple but not short lecture how 
inspiring infantry major. The secret here—ROTC, At- 
know what makes jeep run. 


Cain novel complete without rather deliberately 
earthy sexual The Moth the fluctu- 
ating sexual potency the hero—a subject which might 
comic barracks bull session but paper appar- 
can’t made seem anything but dull. The 
latest Cain hero, while serving hotel clerk pre- 
iminary marriage with the proprietor’s daughter 
ypical Cain deal where everyone operating the 
material motives, falls love with her twelve- 
year-old sister, whom rescues from brutish teen-ager, 
and accused contributing the delinquency 
minor. There are three set scenes sordid sex including 
the restoration the hero’s potency lady oil magnate 
who has father fixation her husband. The hero does 
not like this woman very well, but she the key con- 
siderable success remains true the 
age his infantile beloved who eventually becomes 
nurse and with whom has sexual relations, un- 
nown himself, beach Georgia. The lovers are 
eventually reconciled decency and knowledge. 
apparent, think, that The Moth can recommended 
tonone the readers this review. This not say 
that Cain has not been—for Cain—unusually restrained 
his lascivious descriptions. The book has value save 
asa monument the blight commercial success. Even 
the searcher for pornography doomed disappoint- 
ment. 
The characters Mildred Pierce and The Postman 
ways Rings Twice were touching their attempts 
overcome environmental fate. The Moth provides the 
reader with discernible emotion. The 
however, Cain addicts the newly flaccid contrivance 
the essay toward idiomatic diction. 
longer has any relation the spoken language restless 
age. not much more than the reduction the 
padded gibberish admired sports columnists and swing 
magazines the purposes narration and dialogue. The 
stylistic mark Cain has become controlled corniness. 


Joseph Cotter, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Deutsch, Albert (ed.) Sex Habits American Men; 
Symposium the Kinsey Report. Prentice-Hall. 
May 244p. $3.00. 


Ernst, Morris and David Loth. American Sexual 
Behavior and the Kinsey Report. Greystone Press. 
Apr. 30, 1948. $1.96. (Paper-bound: Pocket 
Books, 1948. $.25) 

Geddes, Donald Porter, and End Curie (eds.) About 
the Kinsey Report. Signet Special. New Ameri- 
can Library, 1948. 


“Perhaps,” suggests Messrs. Ernst and Loth, “the greate 
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our freedom talk.” the point were granted for 
moment, one would have add that these books illus- 
trate how foolishly that freedom often used, especially 
when chance pick some easy change presents 
itself. Some the contributors these volumes make 
sober evaluations the best-selling report, however, and 
from their remarks possible learn something about 
social science methodology well American culture. 
Three tendencies writing about the Kinsey Report must 
put down most annoying and wearying, whatever 
the motives the authors involved. One the wide- 
spread adulation Professor Kinsey another Darwin 
Adam Smith even Columbus who has torn the veil 
ignorance and prudery from our eyes and “already 
started history new course”. all due respect 
Kinsey’s achievement providing statistical data 
sexual behavior, must clear that these statements 
are unworthy persons seriously interested science 
and education. They should have been left the pub- 
lishers’ “blurbs”. That many persons, even men with 
scientific reputations, are eager look upon the Report 
revolutionary explained part second general 
tendency, the use the data justify the preconcep- 
tions the Ernst and Loth are relatively frank 
this regard, since their summary the Report more 
less incidental the presentation ideas which the 
senior author, least, has been advocating for some time. 
the other volumes the tendency evident contra- 
dictory conclusions drawn from the same data and espe- 
cially contrasting emphases presenting the figures 
themselves. third observation follows from the fact 
that the preconceptions—in spite protestations the 
contrary—are moral often they are scientific cul- 
tural character. Relativistic notions morality abound. 
Not all are explicit Dr. Robert Dickinson who 
sees the Report challenge study “how morals might 
married the ‘norm’” practice, but there not 
much doubt that this conclusion many 
the chapters. Kinsey’s “taxonomic” frame reference, 
with its assumptions biological determination, least 
sexual “outlet”, lends itself readily this sort argu- 
ment. 


One must careful distinguish between moral, legal, 
and social codes discussing the import Kinsey’s in- 
vestigation. Certain distinctions which seem axiomatic 
informed Catholics are not made many the con- 
tributors these volumes. The prevalence behavior 
neither the test normality nor the proper basis for 
legal sanction, and certainly not the foundation 
morality. This not say, course, that prevailing 
social attitudes laws now force necessarily embody 
proper standards nor even that punishments for every 
act sexual immorality must stipulated legislative 
enactment. There denying the puritanism and 
hypocrisy our society. These wrong attitudes can 
corrected only more honest appreciation sex 
gift the Creator, used accord with the Creator’s 
laws, and greater willingness practice Christian 
charity, not increasing acceptance the idea— 
false theory and disastrous practice—that sex 
purely private matter. Some the proposals for elimina- 
tion inconsistencies and unenforceable provisions 
erican legal codes may sound enough. But their 

eatment these matters, both Judge Morris Plascowe 
(in Sex Habits American Men) and Professor Karl 


| 
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Llewellyn (in About the Kinsey Report) define organized 
society’s interest sex too narrowly safeguard the 
divinely-instituted monogamous 


None these books suitable for general reading. 
the three, that edited Deutsch has most information 
value for laymen and professional workers. 
Some the periodical resumes critical comment 
the Kinsey Report, such that which appeared recently 
Life, have been drawn large part from this volume. 
The editor’s introductory chapter provides convenient 
summary the Report itself. Two chapters scientific 
specialists which are helpful are those Robert Havig- 
hurst (“Cultural Factors Sex and Robert 
Knight (“Psychiatric Issues the Kinsey 
Leo Crispi (“Are Kinsey’s Methods Valid?”) defends the 
sampling and interviewing procedures used. Three chap- 
ters deal with “Religious Aspects” from Protestant, Cath- 
olic, and Jewish points view. The Catholic contribu- 
tor, Professor Charles Wilber Fordham, comments 
the Kinsey findings with wise restraint, though his 
treatment not comprehensive enough convey the full 
Catholic attitude toward sex its relation marriage 
and the family. Rabbi Louis Newman, unfortunately, 
injects few remarks disparaging Christian thought and 
practice these matters. 


the Signet book, Erich Fromm’s chapter, “Sex and 
Character”, written from the neo-Freudian point view, 
will interest persons trained psychology and sociology. 
Eli Ginzberg, professor economics Columbia, dis- 
cussing “Sex and Class presents the theory 
that class differentials sexual behavior are correlated 
with the degree willingness substitute future rewards 
for present gratifications. Incidental this theoretical 
oversimplification, comments interestingly upon some 
aspects classical economic theory and upon the central 
importance meaningful work for society which wants 
solve its “sex problems”. 


These represent the first attempts capitalize the 
notoriety given Kinsey’s first volume, really progress 
report study which continue for another twenty 
years more. doubt there will many more com- 
mentaries this and ensuing volumes the Report, 
unless sudden and unforeseen changes American value- 
systems develop. While “popularizers” their damage, 
may hope that more serious appraisals social scient- 
ists, moralists, and legislators will put Kinsey’s methods 
and findings truer perspective. 

Nuesse, Ph.D., 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 
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